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| .DANCE REVIEW | LES BALLETS TROCKADERO DE MONTE CARLO

Elegant Ballerinas, Complete W1th Fr111y Dresses and Manly Biceps
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“Les Ballets Trockader de Moni te Carlo was born out of the dfag movement of the late 19603 and early ”?Os when :
glamour was practicallytaken for granted. Nowadays the real. drag is that glamour ishard to come by. Mercifully,
~+ ‘the Trocks, as they y known, are still-around to make: the world a more. beautiful place.

- Returning to the ater on Tuesday. night the: company, led by the artistic director Tory Dobrin, offered the
usual: classical ballet with a comic twist, performed by dancers with fabricated Russrﬁed names (cach member,
when joining the group, takes possession of a female and male persona). The program. began with the company’s
impeccable tw1st on the second act of “Swan- Lake '

At the. start of the_ lakes1de scene, Von Rothbart appears portrayed with sp_ dly accuracy by Velour Pilleaux

Yet 48 w1th all the works on the program, e men'p _aymg ‘women don’t im gine- 'at'they are women, Gener-
ally the Jokes are found in the games played on the choreography, not in the danc1 ] itself.

In “La Trovatlara Pas de Cing,” choreographed by Peter Anastos one of the group s founders the setting is
-Trrpoh where three pirate girls are ordered to perform a-divertissement by two:diminutive men. During a sustained
balancg, Katarina Bychkova (Joshua Grant) tests-her palms on their heads for balance ~— they are that short —

0 8 and stretching into a vrctorlous arabesque -

“La Trovauara set to Verdi, is a sly rendertng of exotic moments in opera ballets “Majisimas,” a new addition

to the repéitory, features Massenet music from the opera “El Cid,” with staging and addatlonal choreography by Mr.
Morra. : o - :

- Hel holds little back in this finely spun homage to the Natlonal Ballet- of Cuba There are fewer gags than usual -
==the’ humor, less broad, is revealed in detarls like a sly hip shake — but the-power of this ballet is how it stands on
' '.'rts own in classical apt1tude In) many ways that 8 the power of the Trocks 11 jokes aside, they can really dance.




